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BLESSED SACRAMENT PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Meeting Date/Time: Wednesday, April 17 2024  6:30 - 8:00 PM 

Location: Fulton J. Sheen Room 
 

MINUTES 
Attendees: 
 
Pastor: Fr. Timothy P. V. Nelligan, Ex Officio Member 
 Deacon David Mulcair, Ex Officio Member 
Chair:  
Vice-Chair: Jaqui Cadieux 
Secretary: Ann-Louise Revells 
Voting Members: Thomas Bauer, Blaine Duffley 
Finance Council Rep: Paul Giacomin (Finance Council Chair) 
  

ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION 

1. Opening remarks:  
 
Meeting start time: 6:44 P.M. 
 

 

2. Prayer:  All 
 

 

3. Attendance:   
 
Regrets: Thomas Bauer 
 

 

4. Approval of the February 8, 2024  minutes: 
 
Motion to approve minutes by: Jaqui Cadieux 
 
Seconded by: Ann-Louise Revells 
 

 
 

   CARRIED 

5. Correspondence: 
 

1. Dayan Medina from Mary Mother of Mercy Parish 
in Chicago sent an email with details concerning 
an upcoming pilgrimage to Notre Dame Cathedral 
here in Ottawa. 40-50 students and chaperones 
will require a place to sleep for a night. 

 
 
SEE 
DISCUSSION 
AND ACTION IN 
NEW BUSINESS 
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 BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES  

6. (a) Parish Pastoral Council Elections: 

DISCUSSION: 

Announcements concerning election protocol and 
procedures will be made over two weekends minimally. 
A flipchart with details concerning the nomination and 
seconder process will be in the Narthex for parishioners 
to identify someone they would like to nominate. 
Nominees must be parishioners of our parish and must 
have a seconder beside their names. Nominees will be 
asked if they accept or decline the nomination at our 
AGM. 

 

 

 

(c) Tap & Go Donation Collection:  

DISCUSSION 

Council has decided to use the Tap & Go system as 
presented at previous meetings.  

Fr. Tim will make 
announcements 
at all the Masses 
on April 20/21 
weekend and 
April 27/28  
weekend.  
A flipchart will be 
placed in the 
Narthex for 
nominations.  
Fr. Tim will 
address the 
nominees at the 
AGM regarding 
acceptance or 
declination of 
nomination. 
 
Jaqui Cadieux 
will get fee 
information and 
plans in place for 
installation of the 
system to take 
place, hopefully, 
before the AGM. 

 (d) Keller Engineering Report: Deacon David  

Ongoing: see Deacon’s Report 

 

 
TO BE 
COMPLETED 

7. PASTOR’S REPORT: Fr. Tim 
 

(a) Easter liturgies were all well received; especially 
by guests who commented on the music, liturgy 
and decorating. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
3/4 

ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION 

(b) The Play by Chesterton Academy was well 
attended on both nights, proving to be a great 
success for the school. 
 

(c) External grounds care: Thank you to Paul Giacomin 
for raking up the front grounds of the church. 

 
Special attention will be given to the church’s property in 
the back of the church just behind the fence. That is not 
property belonging to any of the neighbours, but 
habitually gets used by them for a variety of reasons. It is 
church property and will hopefully be covered with 
gravel if a donor for this purpose can be established. 
 
(d) May 25 is the Great Glebe Garage Sale. We will have 
items from the church for sale to be conducted on the 
grounds of the church and not in the hall. Items include 
the glass sleeves for candles that we have boxes of in our 
basement as well as old Christmas decorations/trees etc. 
Our washrooms will not be open to the public.  
Deacon Dave offered to host groups for tours of the 
church and Jaqui offered to stay in the church as tours 
are taking place. The church doors will be locked 
between tours so that traffic in the church is manageable 
and no access to bathrooms will be provided to those 
who take the tour. 
With regard to volunteers both the fundraising 
committee and the Knights of Columbus could be asked 
to coordinate and/or assist with the sale of the Sale. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(e) May 18/19 (Pentecost weekend) Servants of the Cross 
Pentecost Retreat are asking for a discount on the hall 
rental fee. Council has an issue with allowing discounts 
for special groups as this is a slippery slope; especially 

 
 
 
 
Fr. Tim to look 
into getting 
gravel fill for the 
back property. 
 
 
 
Dcn. Dave and 
Jaqui to 
coordinate for 
tours during 
Garage Sale with 
potential to pull 
together a team. 
 
 
Ann-Louise will 
ask the 
fundraising 
committee if they 
can take on 
coordinating the 
Garage Sale. 
 
Fr. Tim will 
inquire of the K 
of C of doing the 
sales of the glass 
candle sleeves. 
Fr. Tim will 
speak with Frank 
re setting up sale 
items for the 
garage sale. 
 
Fr. Tim will look 
into the details 
with Jason and 
make a decision 
on this. 
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when the church incurs costs from this retreat such as 
our bathroom supplies, electricity, etc. Also, is it just the 
hall or the entire facility, as per last year? 
 
(f) Steinway Piano donated by Camilla Donavan.  The 
church would have to pay for the shipping/delivery of 
the piano - $833 for 2 day delivery; $652 for 7 day 
delivery.  
The question was raised as to whether a tax receipt was 
expected to be given in kind for the piano. If Ms. 
Donovan requests a receipt, then we would have to pay 
the Diocese 13% of the worth of the piano. If there is no 
tax receipt requested, we will take the piano; however 
Ms. Donovan must put in writing that she is not 
expecting to receive a tax receipt for the piano. It is not 
known at this time if there is a cover for the piano. If 
there is no cover, Fr. Tim has offered to pay for the cover 
and wait for reimbursement with the first booking of its 
use (for example by the Choral Society). 
 
(g) Historical information provided about our founder 
Father (Major Rev. Dr.) John Joseph Patrick O’Gorman 
OBE. Potentially more information to follow. A special 
Mass is tentatively planned  for Fr. O’Gorman on April 
24, 2024. 
 
(h) June 2nd:   This is our Feast Day. There will be one 
Mass at 10:00 AM, followed by a procession outdoors 
(weather depending). It is also the day of our First Holy 
Eucharist Mass for our candidates. And finally, it is also 
our Feast Day BBQ, which will take place after the 
procession. 
 
(i) Housekeeper for the rectory, Elva Riley, will be 
retiring effective July 1, 2024. Her last day of work is June 
6th and she would like to cook for the staff and Council 
that day. Also, Fr. Siju Xavier will be going back to 
Australia for the summer months. At this time it is 
unknown if Fr. Michael Ruddick will remain in 
residence. 
 

 
 
Fr. Tim to 
inquire of Ms 
Donavan about 
her intentions 
regarding a tax 
receipt and to get 
in writing her 
declining of the 
tax receipt, 
should this be the 
case. 

8. 
 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 

(a) Social Media - Dcn. Dave 
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(i) Dcn. Dave’s visit with Gord Johnson on 
March 18th was cancelled due to a family 
issue with Gord. This visit must be 
rescheduled as Dcn. Dave must be at Gord’s 
computer and on the phone with Jason to 
remove Gord’s FaceBook page from our 
website. 
 

(ii) Our parish FlockNote subscription has been 
discontinued. Jason is using email and 
applying his many talents to replicate what 
we had with FlockNote. 
 

(iii) Parish Website: Jason is going to create new 
forms for all items having a form connected 
with it. Anyone requesting a new certificate 
(Baptism, Marriage, etc.) will be charged a 
fee of $25 per certificate. Rod and Jason are 
testing various options for creating the 
forms. For example, forms for Mass 
intentions, Hall rental requests, e-payments, 
Baptism, Wedding, a form to have a candle 
lit, etc. A special mailbox will be created and 
a database created. 

   

Deacon Dave will 
speak to Niko and 
Jason concerning 
getting our events 
posted on 
FaceBook as soon 
as they happen 
with no long 
delay. 

9. DEACON’S REPORT: Deacon David 
 

(a) Evangelization:  
(i) The weekly Zoom meetings with Tanya 

Rodgerson of CCO continue and include 
Niko Frlan and Paula Zambon. 
 

(ii) April-June - A Commission Faith Study is 
being planned to begin this month. There 
are currently approximately 12 men signed 
up for this. CCO Says this is the most, by far, 
of any parish that CCO is working with. 
 

(iii) April-May - A Source Faith Study for women 
is finishing soon. This is being led by 
Kathryn Yurak. 
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(iv) April-May - A Discovery  Faith Study is being 
planned to begin this month, which will be 
led by Paula Zambon. 
 

(b) RCIA: Four baptisms were done at the Easter Vigil, 
which are in the mystagogy phase now. Fr. Tim 
and Dcn. Dave will begin working on a revision to 
our approach to our RCIA program; some things 
that have currently been identified are the 
following: the program needs to begin in 
September, there needs to be more than just one 
man on the team, there needs to be more clergy 
engagement (TBD exactly what), Kerygma. 
 

(c) Baptisms: There are three baptisms pending for 
Sunday, May 5th afternoon and one pending for 
Sunday, July 7th. The three preparation meetings 
Dcn. Dave held on April 4th and 5th were huge 
eye-openers for all three couples. These couples 
left with knowing how real and serious the 
commitment they are about to undertake is. Dcn. 
Dave shared the Gospel with these couples using 
the CCO Ultimate Relationships booklet and read a 
key article from Canon Law regarding his role as 
Deacon, which was, again, eye-opening for them. 
Each couple will study the rite before the day of 
the baptism. All three couples expressed an 
interest in returning to Mass at Blessed Sacrament. 
Dcn. Dave will follow up with them regarding this. 
All three couples are aware that they will be invited 
to take the Discovery Faith Study in the Fall when it 
is next offered. 
 

(d) First Holy Communion and Confirmation 
Preparation - (Ann-Louise) 
There are four children to receive the Sacrament 
of First Holy Communion on Sunday, June 2nd at 
the 10:00 AM Mass and three children to have 
conferred upon them the Sacrament of 
Confirmation on Sunday, May 26th at the 9:30 AM 
Mass. In both preparation classes the parents are  
very engaged in their children’s learning and also 
ask questions and provide examples themselves 
that enrich the learning experience of the 
candidates.  There is a display in the narthex at the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ann-Louise will 
ensure that the 
dates for the 
sacraments are 
entered into the 
bulletin. (Done) 



 
7/4 

ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION 

entrance to the knave asking for parishioners to 
pray for our children who will be receiving the 
sacraments. 
 

(e) Theology on Tap: Niko is still running these 
evenings monthly. It is well structured but not well 
attended; there is very low parishioner 
engagement. 
 

(f) Clergy Meeting Visits:  
(i) Dcn. Dave visited CCO headquarters on 

Wednesday, April 3rd and attended their 
morning prayer time. 

(ii) Deacon Study Day: Saturday, April 13th. Dr. 
Oren Gutfeld, Archeologist at Hebrew 
University spoke about his work in the Holy 
Land. He was quite knowledgeable and very 
interesting to listen to. 

(iii) Ottawa-Central Deanery: The next meeting 
will take place on Thursday, May 23rd. The 
following parishes are in the Deanery: 
Blessed Sacrament Parish, Holy Canadian 
Martyrs Parish, Holy Korean Martyrs Parish, 
Notre Dame Cathedral, Our Lady of La 
Vang, Queen of the Most Holy Rosary 
Parish, Sagrada Familia, St. Albertus 
Pfarrgemeinde, St. Anthony of Padua 
Parish, St. Clement (Latin) Parish, St. 
Hyacinth Parish, St. Joseph Parish, St. 
Leopold Mandic Parish, St. Mary (Our Lady 
of Good Counsel) Parish, St. Patrick’s 
Basilica, St. Theresa of the Child Jesus 
Parish.  
 

(iv) Diocesan Pastoral Day: The next Diocesan 
Pastoral Day will be held in October.  

10 
 

FINANCE COUNCIL REPORT: Paul Giacomin 
 

(a) Financial Snapshot: Expenditures vs Income. As is 
already known, some line items in the Profit and 
Loss schedule indicate an over expenditure of 
some budget lines due to unknown factors at the 
time of budget submission. For example, the cost 
of heating and electricity went up substantially. 
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There has not been any unnecessary spending and 
we can’t really cut anymore off of our expenses. 
We are currently holding our own, although our 
budget for spending is very lean. 

 

11. NEW BUSINESS: 
 

(a) Request for use of our hall and kitchen July 4th 
and 5th by pilgrimage group of 50 (students and 
chaperones) from Chicago as indicated above in #5 
(a) under the heading Correspondence. 
 

DISCUSSION: 

As with all hall rentals, Mary Mother of Mercy Parish will 
require insurance to be in our hall. 

The contact person, Dayan Medina, must be informed 
about bathrooms in the hall regarding the number of 
sinks and toilets available for males and females, as well 
as the expectation of clean-up after the group’s use of our 
hall and facilities. 

(b) AGM: When? What? Who? - Paul Giacomin 

Discussion:  

Our AGM will take place on Sunday, May 5th. There will 
be only one Mass so as to encourage as many 
parishioners as possible to attend the AGM. A 
presentation on the financial status of our parish will be 
given to parishioners at this meeting. 

      (c) Hygiene Policy/Guidelines for Kitchens - Thomas 
Bauer 

Discussion: 

Deferred    

      (d) Storage above sanctuary: Blaine Duffley inquired 
whether this storage area could be closed off so as to not 
reveal what is being stored in that space. Fr. Tim 
mentioned that there is potentially a way to block it off 
using old pew frontals that are currently being stored 
downstairs in the basement. To be determined. 

 
 
Fr. Tim to inform 
Jason Morin (OA) 
of the necessity to 
respond to Dayan 
Medina with the 
information 
discussed and 
also to provide a 
link to Dayan  for 
insurance 
coverage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deferred 
 
 
 
 
 (TBD) 
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      (e) Late bulletins: Paul Giacomin asked if the bulletin 
could be sent out before Saturday so that parishioners 
can take note of dates for events in the bulletin before 
the dates have expired.  Perhaps notify of a deadline for 
submissions for the bulletin. 

      (f) This is Ann-Louise’s last Council meeting. 
Minutes for the next meeting will be done by ______? 

Fr. Tim to discuss 
with Jason Morin. 

12. CLOSING ITEMS  

 (a) Date of the next regular meeting: 

JUNE 4, 2024 at 7:30 PM in the Fulton J. Sheen Room 

 
 

PPC MEMBERS 
 

 (b) Adjournment 

Motion to Adjourn: Blaine Duffley 

Seconded by: Ann-Louise Revells 

Meeting End Time: 8:55 PM 

 
 
 

        CARRIED  
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